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The proposed development is a Type III subdivision containing 7 parcels, 
encompassing approximately 10 acres of land. The proposed size of the largest parcel 
within the subdivision is 2 acres and the smallest parcel size is 1 acre. The subdivision 
is located in Section 4, Township 15 South, Range 10 East, New Mexico Principal 
Meridian. It is located 2 miles southeast of Tularosa, New Mexico. This proposal was 
reviewed pursuant to the Otero County Subdivision Regulations and provisions of the 
New Mexico Subdivision Act. 

The subdivider proposes that water for the subdivision will be provided by two (2) 
shared 72-12-1 domestic wells. Appendix C, Section C.2C of the Otero County 
Subdivision Regulations defines the maximum number of parcels, which may share a 
72-12-1 domestic well as four (4). It further states that the maximum annual water use 
for all parcels, served by a shared 72-12-1 domestic well, shall not exceed 3.0 acre-
feet per year. The subdivider has proposed supplying four parcels with one well and 
three parcels with the other well. The subdivider has also stated that the parcels 
owners may drill their own well if they so choose. 

The subdivider has quantified the amount of water each parcel may use as 1.0 acre-
foot per year. This amount won't be acceptable since the amount of water diverted 
from a domestic 72-12-1 well can't exceed 3.0 acre-feet per year. If there are four 
parcels sharing one well, the parcels could end up diverting up to four acre-feet of 
water from the said well. The subdivider must limit each parcel to approximately 0.75 
acre-feet per year if four parcels are to share a single well. Also, the subdivider needs 
to make it clear, in the disclosure statement, what the water source for this proposal is. 
Will it be a shared well proposal or an individual well proposal? 

The subdivider has not addressed water conservation as required by Appendix C, 
Section C.2 of the Otero County Subdivision Regulations. The subdivider has stated, 
in the disclosure statement, that there are no covenants or other restrictions requiring 



the use of water saving fixtures and other water conservation measures in the 
disclosure statement. The New Mexico Subdivision Act (Chapter 47, Article 6 NMSA 
1978), Section 47-6-9 (A) 4, requires the subdivider to address conservation measures 
in their proposal. It is suggested that the subdivider also refer to Office of the State 
Engineer (OSE) Technical 

Report 48 entitled "Water Conservation and Quantification of Water Demands in 
Subdivisions" (Wilson, 1996) to calculate the amount of irrigated turf area each parcel 
will be allowed to irrigate and to estimate the total amount of water required by the 
subdivision. The subdivider has also stated that the only restrictions on water use and 
any measures to monitor water use in the subdivision are none other than which may 
be employed by the OSE. It should be stated in the disclosure statement that OSE 
Ground Water Rules and Regulations governing shared 72-12-1 domestic wells 
require a totalizing meter to be installed on the well and meter readings to be 
submitted on a quarterly basis. 

Additionally, the subdivider has attempted to address water availability by stating that 
underground water is generally available in the subdivision area and by submitting 
two Declarations of Underground Water Right for well No. T-1371 and S. The 
subdivider also submitting a few pages from a Otero County 40-Year Water Plan 
prepared by John W. Shomaker. The subdivider needs to address the life expectancy 
of the proposed water supply showing sustained production of water over a 40-year 
period. The subdivider should submit information addressing water availability 
pursuant to Appendix C, Section C4.A of the Otero County Subdivision Regulations 
for review. 

It is my opinion that the subdivider's water proposals do not conform to the Otero 
County Subdivision Regulations or the New Mexico Subdivision Act. A favorable 
opinion regarding the availability of water for the subdivision will not be issued for 
this subdivision proposal until the above mentioned information is submitted for 
further review. 

 


